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FROM : Asewbsssy SAIGON April 5, 1956
TO : The Dapertment of State, Washington
BUBJECT: Foreign Brosdcast Information Sarvice Operation, Saigon

The Chief of the Saigon Buresu, Foreign Brosdcast Information Service »
has asked for our commenis on the posaible termination of FRIS locel services.
This request hee been occasioned by an FBIS internal study in Washington
which 1s expected to recommend the closing of the Saigon Bureau snd the
transfer of its coverage to other BPuresus.

The Embassy would find the closing of the FEIS Saigon Buresu highly
undesiveble since this would presumsbly result in a delay of at lesst geve
erel daye in recelving detalled accounts of items of importence. Likewige,
the present oversll coverage would probsbly be reduced substentially.

It should be recalled thet asince the closing of the United States Con~
sulate in Hanol lest December, the ¥BIS operation, S8sigon, 1s the Rabassy's
prime source of fest and comprehengive coversge of evente in North Viet Eam,
At the present time the Esbassy finds the daily FBIS £algon file gquite
valuable, particularly the Hanol and Casbodiasn redio monitoring. Also of
value are the local monitoring {including the clardestine Dei Viet station)
and trenslations of the Eanol press, The saigon presg gurvey might eventu-
&lly be eliminsted 1f it L dupliceted by s revised Press susmary now under
consideration by sll U.8. agencies st this poat.

The following Radic Hanoi items, for example » are of iomediste and
detailed interest to the Rabagey:

1. Texts of Democratic Republic of Viet Nam resclutions or
lettera on Internationsl Control Commission questions.

2. Items forecasting which charges of violstions of the Geneve
Accords the DRV intends to bring before the ICC.

3. Items giving DRV reactions to events in Free Yiet BRam,

4, ALl other major events in North Viet Nazm, DRV policy atate-
ments, etc,

Similsrly, Phnos Penh redfo reports besring on the present probles of
Vietnamese-Cambodian relations sre of prime importance to us,
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The existing FBIS service contains another valusble festure. Redio
Hanol cosmments on & particulsr gquestion, for exsmple, are often glven in
French, English snd in local languages {Vietnamess, Cembodien, etc.) The
pment ¥BIS coverage enables us to compars the slents of these brosdcasts
vhich sometimes vary according to the language of transmission.

It might also be mentioned that the VWBIS Baigon Buresu heas an srrange-
wment whereby items of imwmediste interest to Phnom Penh and Vientisne are
re-transmitted to these poats, vhich, in the past, have indicated sppreci~
stion for thie prompt service.

Comments on thies sublect by the United States Information Service
here have been trensmitted to UBIA, Washington in s separate despatch.

Por the Ambansador:

R. D. Gstewvond
Firat Secretery of Exbassy

The Department is requested to send copies of this
despatch to Phnom Penh, Vientisne end FBIS Weshington.
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